D. W. Hill. Butterworths, London and Boston, Pp. 415. 230 x150 mm, $40.00. The title of this volume does not do justice to the wide range of topics within its covers. The Symposium which it reports, was held in June 1974, organized by the Research Department of Anaesthetics of the Royal College of Surgeons. Twenty-five papers, contributed from among the thirty-five persons invited to the Symposium, deal with a wide selection of topics, ranging from the purely technical to the completely clinical. By and large the papers can be grouped into three categories and of the twenty-five papers only six are predominantly technical. A further six could be called physiological in orientation, but the remaining thirteen are clinically oriented and of considerable interest to practising clinicians in anaesthesia or acute care.
With the successful, ubiquitous routine use of oxygen electrodes in laboratories, attention has shifted to devices for continuous in vivo measurement of parameters relevant to oxygen transport and utilization. This book contains informative papers on intravascular and percutaneous measurement of oxygen tension and saturation. Even CO 2 measurement is considered. A paper on oxygen measurement in respirable gas mixtures is also included, dealing in some detail with mass spectrometry among other methods. The majority of papers, however, deal with actual clinical applications of the newer methods. Of particular interest to the reviewer were the papers on oxygen transport in chronic respiratory failure and that on pulmonary oxygen transport, dealing with differentiation of V IQ disparity from shunting. Two papers dealing with 2, 3 DPG like effects by pharmacological agents also rate special mention for interest.
The book itself is well produced, with clear illustrations and good printing. The editors have done a creditable job in the presentation of the papers and the discussion periods which follow. The latter are often particularly illuminating as regards the shortcomings or difficulties of a new technique. The particular value of a book such as this is the" state of the art" reports it contains on the applications of new methods of oxygen measurement. As such, it is worth consulting by those concerned with clinical problems of oxygen transport and availability. Definitely worth adding to the departmental reference library, where it will serve its purpose for several years.
The Development of Anaesthetic Apparatus.
By K. Bryn Thomas. Blackwell Scientific Publications (Oxford, U.K.), Pp. 268. 250 X 190 mm, £12.00.
Dr. Bryn Thomas is well known for his articles on various aspects of the history of anaesthesia and medicine. He was one time President of the historical section of the Royal Society of Medicine. Thus this book, "The Development of Anaesthetic Apparatus", reflects his profound knowledge of history as well as a great talent for presentation of his subject in a well ordered and perfectly readable manner.
Credit must be given to the Council of the Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland for providing the stimulus and encouragement for this work as described in the preface. Dr. L. Rendell-Baker's comments in the foreword are pertinent reflections on the development of English and American anaesthesia.
It is in fact a companion to B. Duncan's classic, The Development of Inhalation Anaesthesia 1947, and it would now be appropriate to see in print at least a catalogue of the apparatus held in some of the American Museums such as the Wood Library Museum. A catalogue of Australian equipment, in the Geoffrey Kaye Museum, is at present being prepared by this reviewer.
The book is interestingly presented, well bound and expensively produced. It is, however, surprising to find at least two inches of wasted space at the top of each page, but perhaps this adds to its quality. The dust cover is appropriate with a reproduction of an Ellis Inhaler on the front and Hewitt's modification of Junker's Inhaler on the back. There are about 230 photos, diagrams, line drawings and reproductions of title pages. All are well indexed. Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. IV, No. 2, ]v!ay, 1976 
